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Comment
The analysis of Cambridge Crystallographic Data Bank has shown that the molecular structures of over 40 germatranes [RGe(OCH 2 CH 2 )3N] have been documented [1, 2] . The germatrane structure consists of distorted trigonal bipyramid with nearly equatorial Ο atoms. The transannular N-Ge bond distance for all germatranes (2.01-2.29 Ä) depends on the electronic effects of the substituents bound to the germanium atom [1, 2] . We have synthesized a new representative of this class of compound by insertion of germanium dibromide into a C-Br bond in p-dibromobenzene, conversion of p-bromophenyl-tribromogermane to triethoxyderivative by alcoholysis, and subsequent transalkoxylation with triethanolamine to pbromophenylgermatrane:
The X-ray crystal structure of p-bromophenylgermatrane ( 
Experimental
The mixture of /7-dibromobenzene (4.2 mmol), dioxane complex of germanium (II) dibromide (4.2 mmol) in 3 ml of dry toluene was heated (~200°C) in "Pierce" vial during 25 h. Reaction mixture was analyzed by GC. The resultant yellow solution was transported to 3-neck flask under Ar. An ethanolic solution (6 ml) of triethylamine (13 mmol) was added dropwise to p-bromophenyltribromogermane solution in toluene and abs. Et 2 Ö (5 ml), cooled to 0°C, followed by heating to r.t. and refiuxing for 2 h. After cooling pentane (10 ml) was added and triethylamine salt was filtered off. Triethanolamine (4 mmol) in an ethanol solution (8 ml) was added dropwise to the filtrate at 0°C. The reaction mixture was stirred at r.t. for 9 h, cooled to 5°C and p-bromophenylgermatrane (22%) was filtered off. The single crystals were grown from chloroformhexane 
